The Maylield Olympic
Swimming Pool

i e

Olvicially: opened to the public
Saturday 12 Nevember 1966

@ 2.50pm



Special Jubilee Issue

OMPANY’S FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY GRANT

Olympic pool for Mayfield

The Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limited announced today that

it would construct an Olympic standard swimming pool
people of Newcastle.
Details of the project were made public by l'LmlEr:i for the con-
Sir Colin Syme, Cheirman of Directors of BH.P, | struction of the pocl will
at the official luncheen foday — erganised fo | be called within th
celebrate the 50th Anniversery of the opening of | two weeks.
the Naweastl Phe 50-metre pool will
project s ex’pulcd te be completed || ».muml between the
within six months. Mayheld Bowling Club
The paol es and the Dangar
numed  the orts Chval
Swimeing Fool face

ol at Dangar Park
ceadily accepted m
City Council, since

the plan colncided with | Steect,
P | ahat s d by thelsix racing b
of | counell some time ago, | metre and

a future projece for | diving boards and a sep-
The proposal to fnstall | the same area.

Tngall

Goodwill message from

Mr. Norman Jones,
the Managing DBirector
of our Company, has §
sent a special messoge
on the occasion of our
dubilee Celebration.
He said:

We hove come o §
fana way ol Newcastle
since this Plant wos
apand. 50 years 0go. §

t de

$are making a wider §
f products, You
i steel from this
use all over
Wherever

"Mow we ore paus
ihg & moment, ta look
back along the road

we have travelled ond
12 look ohead along ,
tha toud fhat we must follow in the way that you do on anniversarie:
Let me make two comments:

“In the post few years, there have been majer developments ot
Mewcastle which have called for considerable efforts by oll concerned.
Thess hawe been earried through very well indeed, and tha accomplish-
ments of this Plant are a credit fo you all

Second, there cre now many pepla who, like myself, started in
the L.m\\polw servicz here ot Mawcastle, ond now serve in other
places, " * wateh what goss on here with interest ond
sams pride. “vc thi uugh that gives me particular pleosure is thot MNew
castle gives Australia not only good steel, but alsa geod steel makers,
good frodesmen and good citizens.

i

“You have recently 1 o majer 1
and new almest before you have fime to catch your bl:t‘l“ anather
round is upan you — I steel copacily, continuous costing, o new
mill. You are toking up the world's latest techniques: 1 am sure you
will do well with them.”

arate chiliven's pool, bat |

as a gift to the

will have no high diving
section.

The
will
inches
depth,
Adequate  space  for
vehicle parking will e
provided, and  facil
will inchrde  dreseing
rooms, locker rooms,
owers and all neces-
sary  installations 1o
maintain the pool.
| These installations will
Linclude & complete fl-
|:m:w plast.

The City Council has
guaranteed to minimise
the removal of shade
trees from the aren and

indicated that the
and  Gardens

children’s  pool
taper  from 18
tn 2ft. Gin. i

| Comnittee will arrange (-

10 beautify the grounds
in similar  faghion to
those at the Lambton
Pool.

The whale avea will ha
fenced to guard agming
|the  possibility

| dalism.

The pool will be main-
tained by the
Couneil, which will I
full control and ser the
admi

Swimming clubs il
be encouraged and will
be able to operate with
the same freedom as
those at the Lamblon

ool

As the donor,
Company  will erect @
suitable piaque adjacent

[to the eatrance of the
pel

A detailed model of
the pocl and its environ-
ment  bas  been  built
and will be ou display at

\\mtwtllﬂ Si
versary exhib

BHP News

THE MONTHLY NEWSPAPER OF THE
B.H.P. NEWCASTLE STEELWORKS

JUNE 30, 1965

July 2, 3 and 4.
The great demand
for these “Family Tours™
exceeded all oxpecta-
tions of the manage-
ment and, becausa of
this, five extra fours
Nmm had to be added.
addition
:u:m])' Tours”
500 guests from S
and Newcastle will be
entertuined at luncheon
aiter a tour through the
Works on Wednesday,
June 30,
The Premier of
5. W, the Ilun_ R W.
will |

N

e i o W

Manoger, sai

bue of o

City Engineer’s
Report -
Page 2

ek

be present, together with
ather metnbers of Par-
liament, local and State
dignitaries,  customers
and distributors.
Chairman  of

Directors of BH.P., Sir
Colin  Syme, Company
directors  and o
from Melbowme, New-
castle and other centres
will also attend

The General Manager,
Mr. R. Coulton, said
employees’ resgonse to
the tours been most
gratifying,
Over ill)@ |mpl-|\m:‘

Beneral Manager’s [}ummenl

Adked, o comment on the Company's decition 1o donat
Coulton, fhe Neweastle Worls' Gemarcl

Seversl propieals for glfs 1o amplojess wars cansidared,
eanstiuction of o swimming pool

eamed tha

The Campany’s Directors prefered this gesture, o)

then moka Individeal presentti

ployoes wha ployed o part I

| at the Warks ors: naw lacated

hawve reiy
Th

ans, since mony of iha w-
tha' 50 yes

THOUSANDS WILL
(OME TO WORKS

Nearly 11,000 men, women and children will visit
Newcastle Steelworks during the 50th anniversary on

their wives and nearly
4000 children will i
spect the Works on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sun-

have been bo

the additional one hout
tours which will leave
the Visitors' Centre at
11,30 am, and

on the Saturday

tral Coast Coaches Py

Lid., who reported the
baaliugs were the big-
gest in the Company's
history

E.1ch tour wlll be ac-
companicd ex-
pericriced Worke. guide
and seven salety officers

imitm
safety of wvisitous

Visitors  will  have
pood vantage points al
specially constructcd

sites to view the iron
and steelmaking opera-
tons,

Each tour will be fol-
fowed by a buffer meal
in a pavilion measuring
285§t by 60ft. located
at the Western side of
the A dministraton
Building,

On Thursday, July 1,
i hincheon will be held
at the Works for senio
officers and their wives,

About 120 employees
with long service at the
Steelworks  will attend
as well as guests from
Central Rescarch Lab-
oratories, Shortland,
BH.P. Northern Col-
lieries and the BHFP
group of companies in
Newcastle,

On_Friday morning,
July 2, retired aofficers
and their wives and re-

long service em-

at ather s

tha idsa of o eammunity gift wes conceived o
o permarent gesiue fa the people

af Hawsasile, "

ployees and their wives,
totalling nearly 500 per-
song, will attend,

City Engineer’s repor
— work to begin soon

in an uxclusive interview with “B.H.P. News" representatives during the week
&

i Mr. ). G. B

ddal

Newcastle Ci

Pool would ba called in the next few weeks.

Mr. Baddeley said
that work on the pool
was likely to begin early
in September and the
project would take ap-

ME. J. G, BADDELEY

proximately six months

o complete,

“The cutire scheme
was designed by the
Acchitectural Section
{in conjunction with th
Designing  En g incer’s
Section) of the City En-
gineer's Department of

Newcastle  City
Couneil.

“Officers of the City
Engineer's Department
gained previous experi-
ence in the construction

Glympie  swimming
pools when the Lamb-
n Pool was completed
exceeding

Mr. Badde-

“Before that project
was undertnken, these
officers inspected  mod-
ern swiiining centres in

ous parts of Austra-
B

Mr.  Baddeley said
that the parking area
would be bitumen sur-
faced and would o
commadate appros
mately 80 cars.

He said that the child-

d

ither be retained
or relocated.

Baddeley released
the fullowing detalls
the work to he under-
taken for the consirie-
tion of the pool:

The min pool will be
of reinforced conerete
uunsmuliun wmluiudr
i ide, witl

will proids
1“’“!‘““")" lar o
metr Tength
witable modern
underwater lighting will
be installed in the main
pocl, which will lnve a
depth of 31 Gins, ar the
shallow end, increasing
to 110t. Gin. at the deep
end,
poal will Tuive a
Publuned for DEP. O Lid.
¥ Hiawarr Haws:

y T Aubers
woou

capacity

of 300,000 gal-
lons,  Stainless  steel
handrails  will assist
swimmers to climb from
the water.,

The children’s pocl
will have dimensions of
50ft. by 25it. and an
average depth of 26t It
capaity will be 14000
gallons, but due to the
poul’s shallow depth, no
underwater lighting will
be installed.

The pavilion will be of
brick construction with
a conerete floor and ahi-
miniwm Toof.

The ehange tooms for
men and women will be
i modern design and
will have adeguate hot
and cold showers and

et acconunodation.

The foors and walls
of the toilets and
showers will be suitably
tiled,

Bricks will alsa be
used to construct the
plant toem where the
machinery will be install-
ed as well as the chemi.

cal store, chlorne room
and gencral storage
room  for  swimming
equipment, etc.

A halance tank, S0ir
long, 7{t. wide and 111t
Gin. deep i tw be in-
stalled at the end of the
main pool to provide
water for “back
ing”  without lowering
the level of water in the
main pool. Tt will also
provide for any displace-
ment of water when the
pool is fully loaded,

The cycle of operation
will be for the water 1o
be pumped {rom the
balance tank to the fil-
ters; but en route the
water is fod with clilor-
ine gas and other chemi-
cals o emsure its
continunl purity

Water will gravitate
fram the filters to the
main pool where it will
enter from a series of
nozzles along a trough
located down the centre

{ the pool.

Hydsostatic  pressure
¢ relieved under the
pool by a series of seep-
age drains, which not
ouly takes care of seep-
age bt also any water

s

fikely 1o leak from the|® ft of

poal.

Both  poals will
completely tiked and sur-
rounded by a coserete

concourse |5t
wide,

to 20

be

|

“Company’s generous

gesture”

— Mayor

The Lord Mayer of Newcastle, Alderman F. J.

Purdu:
fo i ty of Newcastl

I was thrilled by the
most generous and prac-
tical gesture by the
Directors of the Broken

i that tenders for the Mayfield Swimming| i Proprictary  Com

pany Limited, in making
an - Olympic
pool  and
children’s pool to com
emorate the S0th An-
miversary of i offcia
of the

Steelwork

swimming

opening
astle

Distinguished guests
for celebrations

THE HON. R W. ASKIN,
Mia

expressed delight at the Company's gift

Ald,  Purdue  added
ihat the establishment

the Steelworks in 3

field, where many of its
ariginal employees resid
ed, had revolutionised
that aren, which lad
now developed into one
of the most active and
progressive  industrial

ness centres: in
Newcastle district.
The provision of
swimming centre W
provide much enjoy
and recreation for thous-
awds of  men,
and children
“On behalf of the citi-
zens of Neweastle, [ ae-
cept  this  magnificent
gift with Jﬂl‘-ﬁurt and
deep  gratitnde”  Ald
Purdue said.

women




TENDERS CALLED ™|
FOR POOL

! Tenders have heen
i called for the ﬂltration

Olympic pool given to
Newcastle by the BHP.

The Lord Mavor, Ald. Pur-
due, disclosed this last night
when the council formally ac-
cepted the gift.

e council decided 1o send
a letter of appreciation to the
BHP company and arrange for
tenders to be called for the
construction of the pool as
soon as possible,

The council also endorsed
|the action of calling for len-
ders for the filtration plant,

The pool, to be buili in
iDangar Park, Mayficld, is
scheduled to  be completed
| within nine months.

‘ plant lor lbe £80,000
i

] versary of the npmln' of New-

® Ald
Purdue
castle Steel Works, and it was
announced by the chalrma
the BHP, Sir Colin Syme, duor-|
ing last week's celebrations at
the plant.
The new pool will be be-
1 sports oval  and

by cur]’\' ‘kjm b

The Lord Mayor, Ald. Pur- |
due, recently announced ih: it
the gift of the pool would not
affect the council’s plans for
future swimming pools in the
area,

He said the next pool .mull
be built by the council as
as the right area w; ;
and funds becar

Ald. Purdue

| field had a priority as the nest
pool .-i:'lc.l

Y



Marking 50 years of steel

"BHP GIVES A SWIMMING
POOL TO THE CITY

The BHP Company 1will give an £80,000 Olympic swimming pool to the City of New-

versary of the official opening of Newcastle Steel

castle to commemorate the 30th aani

Works.

The pool is to be constructed in Dangar

Park, Mayfield,

Chairman of Directors of BHP, Sir Colin Syme,
announced details of the project today ai the plant’s

s0th anniversary uncheon,

£80.000 gesture

Tenders for the pool’s construction
will be called within three weeks and
work is expected to bhegin by carly
Seplember.

The peol will be belween the sporls oval and
the hayfield Bowling Club, and is expected to be
completed within six maonths,

® RBeautification Iil-lr

plan for area

The pools capacity will be
30000 gallans.

The clildren's pocl will be
gofe. by 230, and will have
an pvernse depth of 260,

Trs capacity will be 13000

flons, but mo  vnderwater
Tichting will be insinolted be- |
couse of the shallow depth

The decision 1o build the
coal in Dangar Pk s be
[lved w have follen in lioe
with the City Council’s dis-|
cussions some tme ago for 8

flar project in the

The emtrance will tace In-
gall 5, and the swimming
cenirs will incorporate a man
ool amd # children's pool,
vl will Bod contain @ high
diving  seetion,

The main pool will bove
§ix racing lames, o ong-metre
diving board amd o hres
metre  bonrd. fi

It will measure [65H. by | coel will be  bitumen
501, will be compbetely tiled el and will #c
and will have suitable under §apprommaiely 80 vshicles
waler  lighting. The 1 Coonell will e

fmove = pnimum of trecs
lfrom the sie, and fts Purks
and Crrdens Commiies will |
Jemliark ou @ plan to beontily

£ §
HHH . . |

According o the City En-
waeer, Mr, 1 G Haddeley,
Ihe scheme was designed by
the architegtural section  of
{the City Engimeer's Depari-|
n 1 1
the

porking area at

sur- |
pomilate |

|‘edher centres. while
| M

“Therefore, the idea of a
commniidiy gl was comneebved
as & permancol pesture o the
penple of MNewcnstle,”

i The Lord Mayar, Ald

duesz s
; | “Coupled with oor heartiest

park will be retpined or |copgratulations to the Broken
e-hovated, {Hill Pry, Compnny Ttd, on the

All operations ot tha Etnll'c,:'t\_-u_'._',_xiu,m of the 50th anmives
inctuding oumintenume and det-Gsary of the opemiog of s
termining ol udizussion chorg-

e, will be fully controlled by | Mewcastle Sieel Works, i a
the City Conncil, sempse OF sincere apprectation

Asked 1o comment on e for the contnb., it has
company's decisicn Lo donate made i the pro
the peeol, Lhe general manager
of the MNewcastle works, Mr.
K. Coulton, said;

Severn] propossls [or gils
1o employess were eonsidered,
bup the  eonstroction  of
swimming  pool seemed
sl desirnble,

® Cesture to
Newcastle

The area will he
imilin  lines 1
r SECLIgInS
1 ool
The children’s
aip the Carrington SL

of
P'us.

‘ng essential
s rendercd
e establishion
have in niLes
tremendaus amaunt 2l
dusirtal aml com E]
velapment which b 1
seonamae stability to this e
] was tnrilled by the an
gonncemen: of Sit Colin Syme

sompany's  direciors
| tedd this  pesture  rather
than the nuking of individeal
| presentations since many  of
|the employees who played o

‘| part in the 50 years of achieve-

ment at the works are now at

uihers

NS3c v 145

thit 1o mork this in
od  histonie i
Oreiny

Cay O {
af ~Neweasrle,
swimminpg pool

il e
i ¥ympic

o of the works apo W
gach of the bho

re<ide.
[ of the

L !
@ Premicr spealis on ™News
castle’s Future, Page 2.




@ Sir Colin Syme

BELOW: Picture shows h|.'|rw. I:he. gif-t_sﬁ;i-m_m.lht
pool will ook on completion.  The picture was
taken from a model

- Dangar Park giit

LAl IENT 'Y
pool

Ly ey

This s whai fhe NlagFleld

Cewhnming ponb—the gt of the

RALP, Ca. Lid il Boak lks
from ihe Carri streod shis
of Daigsr P Al the exe
ireme  Jefi b the NasTicld
Bowling Club rooms, sd =i

ihe ploture. This s

ile emtramee tn the pool will

be on ihe Ingall-streel side of

ihse park. The B.HI" wlll hailad

e pool to  mark jis  Sith
iy Ermry.




B.H.P. giv

NMH )-8

es city

£80,000 pool

The B.H.P. Co. Lid. will donate an £80.000

Olympic swimming pool to Newcastle to mark the
50th anniversary of Newcastle Steel Works,

The Company Chair-
man (Sir Colin Syme)
announced details of
the project to 500 guests
at the anniversary lun-
cheon a the Steel
Works vesterday.

Sir Colin said the project
should be completed within
six months.

Tenders would be called
within three weeks and work
was expected to start by
early September.

The pool would be in Dan-
gar Park, Mayfield, between
the sports oval and Mayfield
Bowling Club,

The entrance would face In-
eall-street and wounld incor-
porate a main pool and a
children’s pool, but not con-
tain a high diving section.

For children

The main pool would pro-
vide six racing lanes, a8 omne-
metre diving board and a
three-metre board.

The main pool would meas-
ure 165ft. x 508, would be
completely tiled and would
have underwater lighting. It
would have a capacity of
00,000 gallons,

The children's pool would
be S50f., by 25hH., with an
average depth of 2 feet, The
capacity would be 14,000

gallons, and because of the|individual presentations sincefp.
shallow depth no underwater many of the employees whol

lighting would be installed |
The scheme was designed

by the Engineers’ division of
Newcastle City Council.

. The City cil was con-
sidering at one time the possi-
hilty of going ahead with a
similar project in the Mayfield
area,

Sir Colin said the parking|g.iq

area would bhe bitumen sur-
faced and would accommodate
about 80 vehicles,

Council control

The Ciy Council would re-

move only those trees from
the site as was necessary and
the Parks and Gardens Com-
mittee would embark on a plan
to beautify the area similar to
the surroundings of the Lamb-
ton Pool.

The children’s playground on
the Carrington-sirest  side of
the park would either be re-
tained or relocated.

All  operstions &t  the
centre, including maintenance
and the determining of admis-
slon charges, would be control-
fed by the City Council.

The General Manager of the
Steel Works (Mr. R. C. Coul-
ton), commentin
nouncement, said several pru-
Emah for gifts to employees
ad been considered but the
construction of a sywimming
pool seemed the most desir-
ahle,

The company directors pre-
ferred this gesture rather than

played a part in the 50 years
of achievement at the works

were now located
centres, whils
retired,

_The iden of a community
gift was conceived as a per-’
manent gesture to the people
of Mewcasile, Mr. Coulton

Civie thanks

The Lord Mayor (Ald
Purdue) accepted the gift on
behalf of the counc and
the people of Newcastle,

He said he had been thrilled
by the company's decision to
donate a pool to the city.

“This magnificent gify will
provide most enjovable recrea-
tion facilities for many thous-
ands of men, women and chil-
dren in an areéa within a shor
distance of the works and
within easy reach of the homes
of many of the company em: |
plovees,” Ald. Purdue said.

Union view

The Newcastle President of
the Federated Ironworkers' As-
sociation (Mr, ), whose

at other:
others  had

on the an-|umion is the biggest in the

Stee]l Works,
employves
the pool.
But he =aid he believed that
yesterday was an appropriale
[ oceasion for the company to
IImnl'a made a gesture to its
employvees,
“The company could at least
ve given ils employees, who
re largely responsible for its
| achievements, a superannuation
scheme. The emplovees have
heen seeking this for years”
he said, |

said  company
would appreciate |




Work starts
on Mayfield
Olympic_pool

A bulldozer and a.
front-end loader have
begun ripping up part .
of Dangar Park, May-

field, for the start of .
construction of the first,
section of the Olympic .
Swimming poel. .
The coniract for con-,
struction of the pool has ,
been let to  Gardiner |
Constructions Pty. Litd.
for more than £70,0040, ,
The pool will be a gift,
from the BHP Co. Lid.
Announcement of the.
move was made by the ,
BHP Chairman, Sir,
Colin Syme, at a func-4
tion held to mark the
S0th anniversary of ,
Newcastle Steelworks.




NAH Topet0s ]

' POOL GROWS

e

Y Dangar Park Swimming Pool,
@ gift b0 the cily From ithe

B.H.P., = onder construction,

Here a large pipe for part of

the filtration woit s lowered

into the earth amidst a back-

of frees and the park.

Neg§-3- 100

excavation

tions and foun-

dation works on the

ift™  swim-

in Dangar

Mayfield i,

ing completion.

Picture shows Progress

on the $160,000 [E80,
LA T I'”'L"IEI.‘L'I.



NS 369 ¢

Pacilion for pool

Foreman Don McDonald and workman Ted Bright checkh measurements on the framework
of the dressing pavilion of the new Mayfield Olympic Pool.
The buikding is of brick and steel construction.
The pool is a gift to the City of Newcastle by the B.H.P. to mark the 50th anniversary of steel-
making in the city.
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City's gift pool
SUMMER

The $160,000 Mayficld East swimming pool will open for
public use next summer, a spokesmon for the construction com- .
pany announced today.

—READY FOR

the company

8 Kiddies®
wading pool wlich will also
be Tinished by the end of the

The pool will be completed and opened before
the emd of the year.
Consirnction  was  progesd-

ing to schedule and no pr

beans were envisaged in finish-
seording 1o the

ized  pool,
busil

The BHF  donated  the

|
|
|
L-ullm..li to erecy e pool Bs o Elll:]EI men dav the I'h‘."lf
zift to the wity.

donation
ctlon wilh

THE PICTURE: Con-
tractors working on the
pool site prepare for the

alia
pouring of mnrt‘ con- were updes way.

Apary from the main Olym-

SIG0000 (o MNewcastle c.u‘
"
“i

works for the dn:-sum:

ielp
apes of
‘hich  exis

1 vear 1nr |:r|_u1:||u'|
of pools in other

{ s
suburban centres,
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Gift pool takes sha

The new swimming
cenire in Dungar Park,
Mayficld, is beginning
to  take recognisahle
shape,

It &5 expected that the
$ 180,000 centre will be
in operation well before
Christmas,

Work is well advane-
ed on the tiling of the
pool, ugh  some
other parts of the pro-
ject are behind sched-
ube,

The swimming cenire
is a e the
city from the BHP
Company 1o celebrate |
the 50th anniversary of
steelmaking in New-
castle last year.

PICTURE: This view |
shows the current state |
of the overall project,




Pool buildinq

Aller months of work o the
swimmidng  pool  in Dangar
Park, the first supersfroctores
have hegun 1o appesr, Here
iredesmen  are gt work oo
dressing  sheds




MAYFELD POO.  Ready in four weeks

The builders of Mewcastle's new swim-
ming pool at Mayfield expect work to be
completed in about four weeks.

The main peol s now virmally complete, and work
is progressing pidly on the dressing sheds and facilithes.

Most af the buildings bave been erecied, and now
have only 1o be finasled inside and fitted o,

The children’s pool B ready for tiling, and should
be complered inm about v weeks, and the many paths
are pko under construction.

LEFT: A svbew of the pool,




BLELOW: A tiler at

As the construction of Dangar Park swimming pool approaches completion, the
tiles that cover its floor and sides are being polished. The pool and buildings have
taken their completed shape, and finishmg touches are under way in preparation for
the opening, which has been set tentatively for about Oclober 28.




Sir Tan McLennan, Chief General Manager
of the B.H.P., will officially open his company’s

gift Olympic swimming
month.

The B.H.P. has paid for
construction of the $160,000
pool as a gift to the city to
mark the 50th anniversary of
its establishment in Newcastle.

The Lord Mayor (Ald,
McDougall) said Sir Ian had
agreed to open the pool, at

pool, at Mayfield, next

Dangar Park, at 12.30 p.m,
on November 12.

. McDougall said it
was hoped the pool would be
complete by November 12,
though the City Engineer
(Mr. Baddeley) told him
through the week that ap-
other delay had occurred in
1ts construction.



F inal toilcﬁ-és tfq:m”5
Magyfield gift pool

Workmen put finishing touches to the new swimming cen- |
tre in Dangar Park, Mayfield, which will be opened on Movem- |
ber 12.

The S160.000 centre wus a gifi i ppen the pool at 2,30 pm, on Saurday,
the people of Newcastle from the BHP November 12,
Co., to mark 50 years of steelmaking in The new pool, conveniently located in
the clty. & heavily populiled a, will go a long
Chief gencral manager of the o way lowards reli -
any, Sir lan McLennan, will officially the Lambon Swim




ST T —
'New pool |
| filled |

|5 The mew Dangar Park
[} swimming pool has been |

.| Filled, Wi the man near- |

by wp to shoulders i the |
wiier I mot there for |

{ pleasure . . . he |s doing @ |

|| some construction  finksh- | |
|} img=ndf job. AQ the near-
ioer end of the pool an-
oiher workman s paini-
Ing the diving mplatform,
The pool will he apened |
Al & ceremany om Safure

duy,




».$160,000 BHP GIFT TO CITY

Magfield pool
opening (Omorrow

The Chiet General Manager of the B.H.P., Sir lan M:-
Lennan, will hand over his company's $160,000 “gift" swim-
ming pool to the City Council tomorrow afternoon.

The official opening ceremony of the Dangar Park pool is scheduled

for 2.30 p.m.

After the official opening a group of
leading  district swimmers will give ex-

hibitions.
I 'HII then be declared

The mew
uhlic
ord \LU-ur Ald. McDougall,
will “receive” the pool on behalf of he
City Council and ihe people of Mew-
castle,

The BHP donuted the Dangar Park
pool o the city to mark the compan s
b anniversary of steelmaking in New-
castle. .

The pool will be opened at 6 a.m.
on Sunday for the public

The & am, o & pamn. Operns
system will remain in force till December ‘!
3

After this date the paol will operate
from & am. to 9 pm. daily until fur-
ther notice.

PICTURE: Workmen put the  fin-
Ishing fouches o the pool in readiness
for Salurday's openlng  ceremony.

NEI I 196¢




GIFT POOL OPENS TO-MORROW
Symbol of
city’s

FOUR years ago New- ©

castle was a without
one of the modern sym-
bols of community afflu-
ence an  Olympic
swimming pool.
n January, 1963, the
's first chlorinated, ful-
d  freshwater pool
& into use and a new
era in bathing began.

That swimmers prefer
the cool, clear freshness of
a modern pool is evident
from the thousands who
stream  throu Lambton
Olympie  poal’s  furnsiiles
every summer. And pay
for it.

But one of these sym-
bols of affluence is not
enough for a city of New-
castle’s size. The B.H.P

probably realised this when
& gift to mark the 30th
anmiversary  of MNewcasile
Steel Works was consider-
ed.

The company wanied o
jve something to the
thousands who are work-
ing, and have worked at
its Newcastle plant. So
Mewcattle was  given a
$160,000 Olympic standard
swimming pool as gift
It will be opened lo-moz-
oW,

The pool is in Dangar
Park, Mayfield, between
the sporis oval and May-
field Bowling Club with
the entrance facing Imgall-

POFALES
a children's pool,
igh

a main

by BRAD.
POMFRETT

The children's pool, S0t
by 251, has an average
depth of 2fi. and 2 capac-
ity of 14,000 gallons.

The parking area ia biw-
men-surfaced and will hold
ahout B0 cars. The ares
surrounding m.a pool  has

" ND

A, (Mr. R. Fara-
dav) said top Australian
and State swimmers would
give exhibitions at the
opening to-mMorrow.

Ly Bell  (Belmont),
Christine Deakes (Gosford),
Robina Robertson  {Kurri)
and Scott Derwin (M
wether) will swim. A
ing display will also be
given.

Mr. Faraday said he be-
lieved the new Mayfield
pool would raiss the stan-
dard of swimming in the

" Newcastle area.

nmounced, m: ieneral Man-
n_o,zr of

Works (Mr, IL C. Coulton)
said several proposals for a
gift 1o employess had been
considered  but  the pool
seemed the most desirable,

The council had at one
il onsidered going ahead
h a similar projec

Mayfield,

The idea of a commun-
ity gift was conceived as n
permanent gestura to  the
people of Newcastle.

With Mavyfield one of the
most densely populated sub

bs in Newcastle, the pool

ideally situated. I
good for the heav-
ily industrialised subuarb.

At first it was feared
Dangar Park might not _be
suitable becauss of possible
undermining. Subsequent
drillings to 40ft. — reveal:
ing 35t of clay and 5t
of rock — were made and
vk on the pool started.
Mewcasthe’s  first  tiled
Olympic pool at Lambion
proved popular from  the

= BLart.

The main pool, 165,
by SOft. with a capacity of ¢
00600 gallons, is com-
pleiely tiled and has under-

The swimming club u.«.in.n
the pool — Central New-
casile—has grown lo onfe
of the hipgest in the State.
Mavfield's spool should he
equally as popular.

The President of the

Mewcastle was the biggest
srea in the M.D.ASA. but|
sl the same time was the/
weakest when it came la|
turning oul first-class swim-
mers. |

Areas such as  Gosford
and Maitland were stronger
becauss they had gained
their Olympic pools long be-
fore New._nuh

introduction of

he Lambton poal, and now

the Mayfield pool, the situs-

Ay improving all the

“Tremendous. progress
|hau'|.d result,” he said.

Before the Lambion poal
was opened a move in New-
vy Council to a
mion 1o it
narrowly defeated.
To-day the charge is 20c
an adult and Se a child.
The charges will be the
same for the Ma d pool
because the cour 'I fears
patronage will drop sharply
at Lambton if admission at
Mayfeld is free.

does not mez[ runAning costs,
This will also be true of
Mayfield pool.

With Stockton and Beres-
field vying for the next pool
in the MWewcastle Council

Lyn  Bell (left) ]
Derwin  and  Christine
Deakes, three of those
who will swim ai the
! Dangar Park pool open-
! i
area, the pool at Mayfield
came as & complete surpri

Mewcastle and Laks Mac-
ie_are now served by

Picture

" wailing and sesing

I —Mayfield, Lam

sea and Speers l'mn:

It a maller of

which
suburh — Beresfield, Stock-
ton or Charlestown — gets
the nexl

is jl_:l![

across the Dangar Park pool shows starting blocks, one

of the diving boards and one of the bath’s buildings.
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“Must be fee’ at

Newcastle City Council
would like to throw open
the new Mayvfield swim-
ming pool but unfor-
tunately there must be a
charge, the Lord Mayor
(Ald. McDougall) said on
Saturday.

He was addressing hun-
dreds of people, including
swarms of children, at the
opening of the pool.

The $160,000 pool is a
gift from B.H.P. to mark

the 50th anniversary of the
opening of the company's
Steel Works in Newcastle.

“Mavbe someé of vou are
wmdermg why you can't go
in for nothing,” Ald. Mec-
Dougall said. “Unfortunately
the pool will cost a tremen-
dous amount 1o run,

No profit

*The council has no inten-
tion of making a profit from
this pool or anvy pool.”

The admission fee would not
detract from B.H.P.'s wonder-
ful gift.

Congratulating B.H.P., Ald.
McDougall _said n-r.rhnl:s the
grutm thing
ever did was 10 come to MNew- |
castle.

|
But for the B.H.P., New-
castle might to-day be just a
quict little village, he said.
The Chief General Mana-
ger of BH.P. (Sir Ian Moec-
Lennan) unveiled the plaqu:
acknowledging the company’s

gt
Well served |

Sir lan said: "1 have look-
ed aver the new pool and it
has exceeded my grealest ex-

pectations
“The company has been

!well served by the people. |

can also sav
served

hope the people
they have been well
by the company.

“If the pool can he a help
o voung peop I:ht
comoany will feel justified.”
Sir Jan said.

who

Al. Purdue. was

the company.§

pool

Lord Mavor when the gifi
pool idea was conceived, said
he had been thrilled when
asked if the council would
accepl & 60,000 pool as a
gift. L

“I had no hesitation,” he
said.

The Chalrman of the coun-
cil's Beaches and Baths Liai-
son Committee (Ald. Clarke)
said the swimming pool was
a symbol of what B.H.P, had
achieved in the past 50 vears.

He invited Sir lan and the
company's directors to ioin
the city's aldermen for a
swim in the pool sometime.

“When there s a little
more seclusion,” he added,







Specta-
tors listen quictly as Sir lan
McLennan unveils a com.-
memorative  plaque  and
declares the pool officially
apen.




MAYFIELD GIFT

PQOL, IS

Excee

expectations,”

BELOW: Sir Lan Mrl.ﬂﬂl unvells the plague at
the Mayficld Swimming Posl thal commemorates ihe
Silith Il:i'lrrrslr;r of the opendng of the Newcasile Steel-
works, Nexi Sir lan is the Lord Mayor of MNew-
casile. Ald. I, h MeDoogall, :nnL on the left, s for-
s Lord Mayor, Ald. F, J.

TR
" duica .-

OPENED

B.H.P's Chief General Manager
(Sir lan MeLennan) officially opened
the $160.000 Mayfield Swimming
Pool at Dangar Park on November

12,

The pool is the Company's gift to the City of
Newcastle to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the opening of the Newcastle Steelworks.

In unveiling the plague that acknowledges the
Company’s gift, Sir Ian said:

“I have looked over the new pool and it has ex-
ceeded my greatest expectations.

“The Company has been served well by the
people.

“I hope that the people can also say they have
been well served by the Company,

“If the pool can be a help to young people, then
the Company will feel justified,” Sir Tan sard.

The Lord Mavor (Ald. D. G. McDougall) told
hundreds of people at the opening that ‘perhaps
the greatest thing the Company ever did was come
lo Mewcastle.'

“But for B.H.P., Newcastle might be
a quiet little village,” he saal.

He said that the council regretied that there
had to be a charge at the pool:since il wonld
cost a tremendous amount to fun.

But the Council would not make any profit
from it, he said.

just a




=

Above: Hundreds of younmg
people crowd the turnstiles
for a firsi-day free swim in
Mayficld Pool on Saturdav.
Police do the best they can
with such a pressure of
mithusinsn
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LOCAL NEWS |
Mayfield Pool

On the 11th of November, 1966, Mr. lan
MclLennan officially opened the Mayfield
It was the second Olympic size pool in the Newcastle
district, Lambton being the first in 1963. It was given on
the 50th anniversary of the Newcastle Steel Works as a
gift to the city that had provided it's labour for 50 years.
BHP wanted to provide a gift that was a recreational
facility in contrast with the hard work nature of the steel
industry. It stands today almost identical (i it's original
state there in Dangar Park.

The pool cost close to $160,000 in total to construct. It
holds 300,000 gallons of water and is 165 feet long and
50 feet wide, At the time it was opened, the admission
fee was 30 cents per adult and 5 cents per child.
Photographs of the opening day show crowds of people
rushing the turmstiles ani literally hundreds of people
crammed around the edge of the pool. {a;

st Coal, Skappr
Hu!'bfbour‘

S : P+ {
gﬁ.:s;
Sir Ian McLennan, eﬁief Géﬁeral

Manager of B.H.P. is to officially
open his company’s gift Olympic
swimming pool at Mayfield, New-
castle, during November. B.H.P.
paid for the construction of the
$160,000 pool as a gift to the city to
mark the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of the company in
Newcastle.

TR,

A new swimming-pool has been presented by the B.H.P. Company %o
the_people of Hewcastle to mark the company's 50th anniversary of stee}malung at
Newcastle., The $160,000 pool is in Dengar Fark, in the suburb of Maylield.




T'he Viysterious, Story: ol
shelley beach

How: Mayiield lest st 1asi: piece ol
riveriront land



[ I

5 . ;’,5 “:-‘_7_'" ot '|_1.3

FA LA TN

DORTH-MHEST |}

"‘,.'I:j'ff/f?’ % — /E‘ R /
: gﬁ /%f,; / o

-.‘ff,?/,ﬁ:’z’, iy

z{’?x

LARRD ¢
2 ff,{ =

A,

R

’

#

L4 3

.

s

/r = F

:
ol - o
[EICLEY e
s




Wihat happened?

Shelley:Beach, o Shell Beach Park, Was: a ceastiine
[ecreation area for the peeple off Mayiield, the last area
off waterfront land firom Newcastie: te: Sandgate: that
formed part of the Platt'si Channel.

It was filled 1 by B.H.P. In 1950 after a deal with' the
Localland State: Gevermnments that saw: the channel being
given te the: company. inl exchiange for lanadilecated at
Shortland; upen Which: the: University: oif Newcastie: now,
rests. The machinations began on the 13th Nevember
19411 "anadfended withr the first shievel ofi fill beling threwn
el 21st April 1950.



In the historical records...

[he first mention: off Shelley Beachiisin the Colenial
Secretary’s Correspondence. John Laure) Platt, upon
Whese grant the beach lay, writes: on the 28th June 1835
that “he readily:gave himi the lend off a man te assist in
aving ene theusand bushels of line en the shellfhank
clese ter my heuse:™ It was in: all prehability anrAboeriginal
middeni that contained evidence: of thousanads of years of
Aloriginal habltationtin the form eiff shells that had been
nanvested firomi the channel; It could alserave: been; a
pBural greund: Platt used it asia wharff When he settied
@l IS 2000 acre: grant, withl the original’ intention of
expoerting timier.



Ellen Lane’s Recollections

The late Mrs Ellen; Lane grew up. on the land now: eccupied: by: the Steell River: Site. Site of John
Laurio Platt’s farm, mill and house, and was later sold teithe A.A. Company In 1839, The company.
later bullt thelr manager's residence, knewn: as Argyle House on the land. Later sold to the
Catholic' Church who turned! it into the Murray-Dwyer Orphanage.

A Mr Cruise had a boat on the beach and many times we had our photo taken on it."
The five "Meehan" girls photographed circa 1925 -1926 in Tom Cruise's boat at Shelley
Beach. [Photo courtesy Vera Deacon]



Ellen [Lane’s Recollections

But the greatest pleasure of all was “Shelly Beach™.

As children, my: sisters and our firiends spent many. happy: days there. It was a popular Sunday walk
for families and courting couples.

We Used to race over the green, grassy banks, through the sweet smelling lantanas, to the
fishermenfs wharves to fish; or'terborrow a boat to row: on the channel.

At the foot of the river banks was a cottage in which ived a fisherman, his wife and two children. One
day the lady becamenillfand was takenraway. The children went to live withi the relatives, andi Old
Quail; the original fisherman, was: joined by’ ene: Beb Ashhby. Toegether they: fished the river for many.
years.

OldlBoh, as the kids knew: him, Was semething ofi & mystery. He was very well speken, with| the
faintest accent American we learned. He had great tales tortell about his travels throughout Australia,
shearing sheep and cooking| in shearing sheds. He admitted leaving America as a young man,, but still
hadl contacts there. He never talked about it, but he used to give me American stamps.

He was very musical andl on Summer evenings he usedi tor bringjout an ancient concertina and play
anything firem classics to) jazz. Hisiwalitzes were accompanied by the tapping of his heavy beets. It
was fun; and many times boeats wouldl anchor in front ofi the old place, just te listen tor his music.

A Mr Cruise had a boat on the beach and! many: times we had our photoe taken: oniit. Iin mid stream
was a house boat bullt by a Mr Sam Palmer, who lived on|it. After the War things changed. B.H.P.
offered an undisclosed sum for the property. Two channels ofi the Hunter River were filled in, and with
It went the fishermen’s cottage. Progress, they said, plagued with dust, smell'and noise.

The last straw was when the Industrial Highway: was: built.

Vale Shelly Beach



What can we learn from
RISteRy?

The story. ofi Shelley:Beach is also! the: stery off how: Mayfield and
Newcastle lest all'the rverfrent landl ter progress anad iIndustry.

We must ensure: that the sanctioned envirenmental vandalism that
destreyed an entire channel, a recreatien beach, that irrevecanly.
poIsoned the Seuth; Arm of the River, and saw the entire riverfront
taken from) the: peeple: efi the area, never Mappens;again; terany,
place and time:

Werneed to achieve seme equilivritm hetween the gealsi of human
Industry and development and the needs of the natural werld, upon
whom we' allf ewe our true living| and prospenty.

Mayifield Olympic Swinmming Pool is'our lecall waternole and must e
enhanced for future generations of families to enjoy.



Prepared by Mr Gionni Di Gravio
Archivist, University of Newcastle

Thanks to:
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